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Thank you to our FBCS family for your continued 
support! We have just completed year #51 at FBCS! The 
school  year started with a slight enrollment increase of 
ten students for a total of 223 students.  The numbers 
were added primarily in the secondary level. In 
secondary (grades 11-12), our school entered into an 
agreement with Faith Baptist Bible College to begin to 
teach college-level courses live on our campus. 
Beginning with Bible, these Honors courses were taught 
along with general education courses (PSEO) online 
from the University of Northwestern at St. Paul. These 
dual-credit courses were made available to students who 
qualified academically. About 13 students took part in 
the program this year and it was a hit! We are hoping to 
offer live general education courses in the near future. 
This was the biggest program change of the year.  

The school also raised funds to complete work in our 
gymnasium. New bleachers were purchased for the west 
side of the gymnasium, adding significant seating. Now, 
we will have enough seating for the state tourney and for 
well-attended home games. 
 
In sports, the Warrior teams were in the MACS state 
championship game three times: Girls Varsity 
Volleyball, Girls Varsity Basketball and Boys Varsity 
Basketball. Both girls’ teams lost in their state final 
games, but the Boys Varsity Basketball team won their 
first State title since 2007! Girls Soccer competed in a 
second spring season and our boys entered a co-op 
agreement in baseball. 
 

���������	
��
�����	��	����	��	

��������	��
��������
���	��������������������	��
��������
���	������������ ��

����������	
���
��
�����������������

�

�������������������
�������
�������������������

������
���������������
���
�������������
��

���� ����!���������"��
#�!���	
�������
������

��!���$�����������
%����
��������$����

#�
������&�����$��������
��
���
��������'

�
����

������	�������'���
�
�����(����)�����*���  �



Commencement Exercises for the Class of 2017 
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David Murray gives the valedictorian address 
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Greta Smith, Salutatorian, giving her  
Salutatorian address.  She also sang a solo 

during the mixed ensemble number 
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Choir Tour happened mid-march and 51 high school students went to the 
Chicago area to perform. The highlight of the trip was a performance at the 
Pacific Garden Mission in downtown Chicago. This was a life-changing 
experience for many of our students as they, for the first time, saw how hard 
life could be for people facing difficult circumstances, and how powerful 
God’s Word is to turn those lives around. Students presented a concert to a 
full auditorium as onlookers were amazed at the talents of our group. One 
Pacific garden Mission employee said, “We have many different groups 
come through in a year and we have never seen our audience so engaged 
and respectful.” Wow! God was using our students to minister and God used 
many of the testimonies of the folks at the mission to make our kids really 
think. This was a wonderful highlight to our school year.  
 
David Murray, a senior student, qualified as a National Merit Commended 
student, a feat that only 3% of the students in the United States achieve 
annually. 
 
As our school grows, we look ahead to some very exciting days. We believe 
that God is preparing our school for some significant numerical growth as 
enrollment numbers are already beyond the previous years’ enrollment at 
the same time.  We are planning and preparing as new students will bring 
new challenges.  We look ahead to reaccreditation, new staff, new students, 
and some new programs. We are preparing new classrooms to meet our 
needs. The school is in the planning stages of some pretty exciting things! 
God is providing in too many ways to write about in this summary. 
 
As the ministry moves forward, the pledge to keep our school's standards 
solid and our academics college-prep remain our priorities. We have a very 
special school that is poised for growth and the excitement is growing for 
our programs. You can have confidence that  your school ministry’s priority 
is to keep a solid Christian worldview which teaches our students to “think 
like God thinks.” 
 
Thank you again for your support of FBCS. Go Warriors! - Alan J. Hodak 
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 The good Lord saw fit to bless this year’s track season 
by increasing student athlete participation.  Our JH 
Track Team was 29 runners (11 boys and 18 girls) 
strong this year - just a little shy of 50% increase from 
last year. We were also blessed with and enjoyed 
unusually sunny and warms days for practices and 
meets. Practice commenced immediately after spring 
break and the program this year required the students to 
start endurance training immediately.  Two weeks into 
the season, Pastor Jared Page came to train the 
athletes on the running long and triple jumps. 
  
The season opened with a big meet at Calvin Christian 
for our 7th and 8th Graders. Several of our athletes 
placed in the finals.  
  
Next, FBCS held our very first Annual Jr. High Track and 
Field Intramural Games. The athletes were able to run 
the 60M, 100M, and 200M dashes along with trying out 
their field skills in soccer kick and accuracy throw. It was 
a fun event for our athletes, and we saw overwhelming 
support by the parents, grandparents, friends and 
classmates. A big thank you to Mr. Hodak for approving 
this event, and also for Athletics Director/Coach Sarah 
Stephens for coordinating the logistics.  The track team 
is tremendously grateful to the many parents, teachers 
and students who sacrificially gave of their time and 
donated food items.  With God’s gift of great weather 

and your support, the event was a success!! 
At the Granite City meet, the 6th Grade Athletes showed 
strong presence in their events - the chart at right 
summarizes their fantastic results. The darlings of this 
group consisted of Esther C., Daniel K., Kristy H., and 
Abbie P. These girls were so brave in their attempt at 
the 4x400 M Relay where they competed along with Sr. 
High Athletes. They placed 4th in this event - I am 
extremely proud of them!  
  
 Our 7th and 8th Grade Athletes also showcased their 
strength at Granite City.  In the 400 M while competing 
against much older and more mature runners, our very 
own Isabel G. won 1st Place in this mid-distance event! 
Maddie H. and Lydia R. led our girls in securing several 
strong placements in multiple events.  The combined 7th 
and 8th Grade Girls 4x100 Relay team ran with tenacity 
to finish 2nd place. This was an interesting meet 
experience for our Jr. High athletes this year in that they 
ran predominantly against Sr. High competitors. 
Although this was the case, the results below show our 
team to be quite competitive and we were blessed with 
amazing results for our athletes. 
  
This was an exciting and fun season to coach these 
talented athletes! Lord willing, our school will have 
another opportunity to participate in the track season 
next spring.  I congratulate each and 
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Track and Field Season Recap 2017  

����������������� �



���������	�
��
��
����������

����������������  !�
�"����#$%�#&$'( �

�

· 7th grade Boys Accuracy 
Throw —  
Stephen French – 2nd place  

· 8th grade Girls 60 M Dash —
Lydia Rieschl – 1st place  

· 8th grade Girls 200 M Dash —
Lydia Rieschl—2nd place 

· 8th grade Girls 400 M Run —
Maddie Hodak – 2nd place  

· 8th grade Boys Accuracy 
Throw— 
Jordan Larson – 1st place  

�	���!�

every single one of the 29 track and field athletes who came out this spring! 
They had fun, persevered in their training and saw God answered many 
prayers along with personally putting to practice our team verse this year from 
Luke 1:37, “for with God nothing shall be impossible!” 
  
Thank you Mr. Hodak, Coach Sarah S. and Pastor Page for your continued 
support. Thank you also to all the parents and athletes for your enthusiasm 
and generous love gift.   It has been both an honor and privilege to be a part 
of this endeavor.  Humbly yours ~Coach Loraine Guillen. 
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· Girls 100 M—  
Isabel Guillen – 2nd Place 
Lydia Rieschl – 3rd Place 
Maddie H – 5th Place 

· Girls 200 M—  
Lydia Rieschl – 2nd Place 
Maddie Hodak – 3rd Place 
Isabel Guillen – 5th Place 

· Girls 400 M—  
Isabel Guillen – 1st Place 

· Girls 4x100 Relay — 
Anna Morrell, Morgen Markgraf, 
Emily Combs, Jasmine Cole –  
6th Place 

· Girls 4x100 Relay — 
Lydia Rieschl, Kayla Stephens, 
Isabel Guillen, Maddie Hodak – 
2nd place 

· Boys 4x100 Relay— 
Team 1: AJ Radloff,  
David Migalyuk, Tyler Martin,  
Jordan Larson – 5th Place 
 
Team 2: James Webster,  
Isaac Brombacher,  
Stephen French, Sam Roman– 
6th Place 

· Girls Softball Throw — 
Morgan Stephens – 3rd Place 

· Girls Soccer Kick— 
Julia Tkach – 2nd place 
Kayla Stephens – 3rd Place 
Maddie Hodak – 4th place  
Morgen Markgraf – 6th Place 

· Girls Running Long Jump — 
Lydia Rieschl – 1st Place 
Isabel Guillen – 6th Place 

· Boys Soccer Kick—  
Jordan Larson – 3rd Place 
James Webster –6th Place 
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· Girls 100 M –  
Kristy Hanson – 1st Place 
Suzanna Kotelevska – 2nd Place 
Danielle Komonash – 3rd Place-
Abbie Page – 5th Place 

· Boys 100 M –  
AJ Radloff – 2nd Place 
Andre Samuel – 3rd Place 

· Girls 200 M –  
Kristy Hanson -1st Place 
Suzanna Kotelevska – 2nd Place 
Danielle Komonash – 3rd Place�
Abbie Page – 4th  Place 

· Boys 200 M –  
AJ Radloff – 1st Place�
Andre Samuel – 3rd Place 

· Girls 400 M –  
Kristy Hanson - 4th Place 

· Girls 4x400 Relay  – 
(Esther Chepurnaya, Abbie Page, 
Danielle Komonash,  
Kristy Hanson) – 4th Place 
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Varsity Girls Soccer Second Season Recap  
 
Fourth Baptist Girls soccer team took the field for the second year in 
a row this spring.  After an undefeated inaugural season, the team 
found a much tougher road this year.  With a much younger team and 
stiffer competition, the team found wins harder to come by. 
Nonetheless, they played with great spirit and improved greatly 
throughout the year.  Though they finished with a record of one win 
and four losses, they built a great foundation for the future and look 
forward to building a great tradition of girls soccer at FBCS!  Thanks 
girls for your hard work! -Coach Jared Page  
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1st Graders Enjoy a Trip to Como Zoo 
First grade went to the Como Zoo. The weather was absolutely perfect! We 
had fun seeing many of the animals we have been learning about in science 
class. The penguin exhibit was one of the favorites along with the seals and 
monkeys. 
 
2nd Grade Visits Great Harvest and Mill City 
Museum 
The second graders enjoyed their annual field trip to Great Harvest Bread in 
Minnetonka and the Mill City Museum. They were shown how the machines 
are used in making big batches of bread, and were able to work with some 
dough. Following that, they went to Mill City Museum to see 
the “Minnesota in 19 Minutes Flat” slide show, play in the 
water area and the baking lab. Going down the 9 floor glass 
elevator was also a highlight.—Mrs. Diane Davis 
 

3rd Graders Spend a Day at the MN Zoo  
Third grade went to the Minnesota Zoo on May 22nd. The 
penguin feeding and the cow milking were some of the 
favorite things that they got to see. They also loved getting to 
pet the leopard sharks in the aquarium. - Mrs. Julie Bee                     �
�

4th & 5th Graders Encounter Sea Life 
from a Different Perspective 
On May 19th the Fourth and Fifth graders traveled to the Mall 
of America for an exciting adventure at Sea Life.  Both classes 
were able to explore the aquarium exhibits and see many 
different and amazing 
sea  creatures.  The classes were 
also able to participate in a 
classroom program where they 
learned about the habitats of these 
amazing creatures. A special 
thanks to the many parents who 
went along to help chaperone the 
classes.  - Mrs. Deb Leith 
 
 

Elementary Spring Field Trip Highlights 
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FBCS elementary musicians presented their spring concert entitled 
“Musical Menagerie: It’s a Zoo!” on April 21. Students took the 
audience on a musical trip to the zoo with animal themed songs. 
Exotic and domestic stuffed animals provided the perfect platform 
background for the elementary singers and instrumentalists.  
 
Kindergartners through 6th grade presented engaging band and 
chime pieces, finger plays, circle games, clapping games, 
movement presentations using colorful scarves, rounds, percussion, 
xylophone, and recorder accompanied pieces. Several grades 
joined in singing sacred pieces honoring our creative Maker.  
 
The concert represented great strides in musical growth over the 
past year. Well done elementary musicians! Keep using your 
talents for the Lord!  - Miss Annelies Harmon 
�
�
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Welcome New Teachers! 
 
First, we are excited about our current enrollment numbers and 
are expecting growth in our student count.  As new high school 
enrollment numbers are coming in, it appears that we will be 
needing to add staff to accommodate size increases.   
 
We have contracted the following new teachers for the fall: 
 
K4 – Miss Hannah Seest – graduated from Maranatha Baptist 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and 
a Master’s of Education degree.  She comes to us with some 
excellent experience working with preschool-age children. 
 
3rd Grade – Mrs. Jody Faithfull  – is a 2003 graduate from 
Pillsbury Baptist Bible College and holds a degree in Elementary 
Education.  Mrs. Faithfull brings four years of classroom 
experience to us and two children will become students at Fourth. 
 
4th Grade – Many of our folks know Mrs. Kris Gustafson – 
mother of two current students, Jacob – (11th grade) and Greta 
(4th grade).  Mrs. Gustafson holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education from Bethel University.  She also brings 
four years of teaching experience to our school. 
   
Secondary Spanish and History – Miss Emma Anderson –  
a Maranatha Baptist University graduate holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Secondary Social Studies Education and a Master’s 
degree in Cross Cultural Communication.  Miss Anderson will be 
helping us in several areas of need in our secondary program.   
 
Secondary English, Computer and Speech – Mrs. Cyndie 
Mumford . Cyndie has a Bachelor’s degree in Home Economics 
and a minor in Business from Northland International University, 
and a Diploma in French Language and Culture from Catholic 
University in Angers, France. She has been a missionary in 
France for the past many years, where she taught English as a 
second language to Masters Degree Program students. She 
previously taught junior high English classes for FBCS during 
her husband’s seminary years before their time in France. 
 
Secondary Science—Mrs. Kristen Mulnix . While Mrs. Mulnix 
is not a new teacher, she will have some new responsibilities in 
the fall.  She will take on the 7th and 8th grade science classes as 
well as the 9th—12th science classes next year. She is thrilled to 
be doing all of our secondary science classes.  
 
ESL—Miss Lydia Hodak, who just received her Master’s in 
Special Education from Bethel University this May, will be our 
full-time ESL and Special Education Teacher.  
 

Teacher Farewell 
 
We held a “cake and card” reception on 
Wednesday, May 24th from 3:00—4:00 in the 
Atrium so our FBCS family could stop by and say 
“thank you” to several staff members who will not 
be returning next year. We have greatly appreciated 
their ministry to us. The following teachers will not 
be returning next year: 
 
Miss Karis Burggraff – K4 
Mrs. Julie Bee – 3rd grade 
Miss Lydia Hodak – 4th grade (she will now be 
focusing on ESL and Special Ed) 
Miss Rochelle Lunde – Secondary Spanish 
Mr. Tim Hallada – Junior High Science 
 
I will personally miss each of these staff members 
who have served us well.  We are grateful to them 
for their ministry to our children and 
pray God’s best as they leave us.   
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below: Mr. Hodak with Miss Lydia Hodak, 
Miss Karis Burggraff, Mrs. Julie Bee and  
Mr. Tim Hallada 
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Grade 
Band 

Current Lexile 
Band 

“Stretch” 
Lexile Band 

2–3 450L–725L 420L–820L 

4–5 645L–845L 740L–1010L 

6–8 860L–1010L 925L–1185L 

9-10 960L–1115L 1050L–1335L 

11–CCR 1070L–1220L 1185L–1385L 

Save the Date! 
 
We welcome back The Academy of Arts next Spring to direct our high school students in “No Place to Flee,” a dramatic 
production by Nicky Chavers. “No Place to Flee” is a collection of true stories of Christians living behind the “Iron 
Curtain” under Vladimir Lenin’s Communist regime.  
 
The Academy of Arts works with our students in all areas of dramatic production, including stage performance, lighting, 
sound, props, costume and makeup in a week-long seminar which culminates in the performance on Friday evening.  
 
Our students love this opportunity and learn much during their drama seminar week. We feel that it is a worthy 
endeavor to invite the Academy of Arts Ministry Team to our school. We know you will be amazed at the final 
production! 

Presented by  
The Academy of Arts and the Senior High Students of Fourth Baptist Christian School 

on May 4, 2018 at 7:00pm in the Auditorium of Fourth Baptist Church 
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