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By Mr. Alan J. Hodak 
 
Every coach wants to win the title!  No secret there.  This year, 
one Warrior team did it and the other fell short by six points… 
Our girls’ varsity team, despite being very young this year, 
came a long way from the beginning of the season.  Our team 
at the tournament was not the same team we started with and I 
was proud of their accomplishments on and off the court.  We 
lost a tough game against another young team who also came a 
long way over the course of the season. And the unlikely girls’ 
finals game between Fourth and Heritage was a surprise to 
many.  It was seed #3 versus seed #5. 
 
“They shouldn’t have been there!” or “How in the world did 
they get there?” Perhaps these were the sentiments of many of 
the fans from other schools and perhaps even ours.  But I never 
doubted our team’s ability to win any game this season.  We 
had told our girls multiple times that we could get to the finals 
game if we stuck together as a team, helped and encouraged 
one another, and did what coach asked them to.  Our journey 
was rather difficult.  Injuries, illness, and character lessons had 
to be learned along the way.  And these challenged my 
coaching and each of our players.  But we persevered and 
worked hard despite hiccups along the way, and we won some 
very memorable games.   
 
The road to the final game was not without its challenges.  
Chisago was a formidable opponent in round one.  They came 
in ready to play and we had to play our best to get past them.  
The first step to the finals was complete and in round two we 
had to face the number two seed, Owatonna.  We had split 
with the Sabres earlier in the season.  They defeated us at our 
place and we defeated them at the Faith Baptist Bible College 
Tourney.  We had confidence going into that game that if we 
put our best defensive pressure on throughout the game, we 
could beat them.  Our girls played their best game of the 
season to win that game.  And I was thrilled that we executed 
so well in that contest.  It is funny that sometimes plays work 
when they were seldom run correctly any time prior in the 
season.  And one play continuously worked against the Sabres 
on that particular day. ���������	
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  Basketball Teams Make the Warrior Nation Proud! 
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The finals’ game was a difficult contest against a young team 
from somewhere north of Baxter and south of Canada.  While 
the Warriors fell short of their goal of a championship against 
Heritage Christian from Karlstad this season, we improved to a 
place where we could compete with anyone on our schedule.  
Congratulations, girls on a very good season (15-8) and a 
second place finish.  You are the MACS state runners up for 
2017! 
 

Varsity Boys Dominate! 
Our boys’ team had a different road to the finals.  They had a 
much more experienced team with four seniors on the roster: 
Ben King, Noah Kinniburgh, Vivek Mohinani and David 
Murray. Undefeated in conference play, the Warriors were the 
#1 seed in the tourney.   
 
Throughout the course of the season, the Warriors made quick 
work of every conference opponent in MACS.  Our only losses 
came against non-conference teams.  One of our losses was 
against North Metro Home School, a powerhouse in basketball 
every year.  But the boys were able to defeat North Metro in a 
memorable game for the first time in school history on our 
home court.  Additionally, Noah Kinniburgh scored his 1,000th 
point, a milestone only a few Warrior basketball players have 
ever accomplished. 
 
In the state tourney, the Warriors defeated Heritage Christian 
(seed #8) in round one, St. Francis (seed #4) in round two, and 
then played a competitive game against First Baptist of 
Rosemount (seed #2) in the championship game (Everyone 
assumed it would be a Fourth/Rosemount championship 
game).  The finals game was exciting and had one of the larger 
crowds attending in recent history.  The Warriors pulled away 
in the second half in convincing fashion in front of a packed 
gym.  Finishing the season with a record of 22-4, the Warriors 
won their first basketball title in the last ten years.  

Congratulations, Warriors for a job well done!  You are the 
2017 MACS State Champs! ��
�
(More on the Basketball Season, see pages 8-9) 
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Boys All-Tournament Team awards went to three FBCS seniors:  
Noah Kinniburgh (MVP), Vivek Mohinani and Ben King.  

Girls All-Tournament Team awards went to two FBCS players:  
Joelle Webster (9th) and Hannah Berscheid (11th). 
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MACS Speech and Bible Festival at Woodcrest on February 2, 2017  
 
Those who went to the MACS Speech & Bible Festival and earned a placement are as follows: 

 Congratulations! 
 
 
Declamation—Paulifred Toby—Superior—1st place 
Declamation—Benjamin King—Excellent—2nd place 
Declamation—Isaiah Reis—3rd place 
 
 
 
Dramatic Interpretation—David Murray—Superior—1st place 
Spelling Bee—David Murray—3rd place 
 
Dramatic Interpretation—Victoria Robinson—Superior—2nd place 
Dramatic Interpretation—Greta Smith—Superior—3rd place 
 
 
Duet Acting—Madelyn Lease/Katriel Ng—Excellent—2nd place 
 
Extemporaneous Speaking—Johnathan Schocker—Excellent—2nd place 
 
Reader’s Theater (10th graders—not pictured) —Superior —3rd place 
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Heritage Day 2016 
 
Heritage Day is always a fun dress-up day for the elementary 
grades.  The students are asked to choose a historical figure or 
symbol important to American history, an American literary 
character, an occupation, nationality or a Biblical figure. They 
research their chosen character, write up a paragraph or two 
about their character and make a short 30 second—1 minute 
presentation to the audience.  The students are judged on their 
costume, poise, the information given about their character, 
and the delivery of their presentation.  Students are encouraged 
to memorize their speech if they are able to do so. (The K4 
students are able to dress up also and parade their costumes up 
on stage, but they do not give a speech and are not judged). We 
recognize the success of this day depends upon parental help 
and we appreciate everything you do! 
 
The Sixth graders do not participate in the dress-up portion, but 
they did research a historical person or topic and created a 
digital story using PowerPoint, narrated by themselves.  These 

presentations are shown on the Auditorium big screen in 
between the groups of costume presentations. The students did 
a great job!   
 
This year’s winners list is as follows: 
 
KINDERGARTEN (K5):  1st—��������	
����
���� —Henry 
��������
����� —Hannah Grosser 

FIRST GRADE:  1st—��
��������������
���� —Michaela 
���

����� —Lauren Stephens 

SECOND GRADE:  1st—����������������
���� —John 
����������
���� —Josiah Combs 

THIRD GRADE:  1st—�������������������
���� —Anja 
���
�� ���
����� —Tyler Stephens & Matthew Thompson (tie) 

FOURTH GRADE:  1st place—!��"���!�##��������
���� —
$�����#� %
���� —Gavin Berger 

FIFTH GRADE:  1st—�������&��� �
���� —$�$��'��� �#
�
3rd—Melissa Kauffman 

5th graders: Nathan French, Melissa  
Kauffman and JoJo Rieschl 

4th graders: Gavin Berger, Jon Kolacz  
and Viswas Vallabhaneni 

1st graders: Michaela Keim, Lauren Stephens  
and Timothy Petrashov 

K5:  Henry Baranyuk, Hannah Grosser 
and Preston Smetak 

2nd graders: John Goshgarian, Josiah 
Combs and Nikita Lipinskiy 

3rd graders: Anastasia Lipinskiy, Anja 
Brombacher, Tyler Stephens and Matthew 

Thompson 
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 FBCS Students take part in the “Let the Children Praise” Honor Choir  
 
Every year, the Deo Cantamus Chorale led by Mr. Al Hawkins, offers the opportunity to students from 4th—12th grade to 
participate in an Honor Choir concert.  As it is an Honor Choir, students make an audition recording to be chosen to participate in the 
group.  They were given practice recordings and a packet of music and asked to practice on their own prior to the group rehearsals.  
“Practice until you can’t sing it wrong” is what Director Mr. Al Hawkins would tell them as he encouraged them to   They met three 
times for large group rehearsals and then gave a concert on Saturday, January 21st here at Fourth Baptist Church. The concert 
included several foreign language songs which proved to be both challenging and fun. 
 
There were about fifty student members singing in the choir, and five of the participants were FBCS students, including: (in order 
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The United States of America is a melting pot of nations.  As is true for many 
area schools, we truly have a multicultural student body here at Fourth Baptist 
Christian School. We have students with all different cultural backgrounds 
represented: China, Russia, India, Liberia, Nigeria, Mexico, and the Czech 
Republic as well as other European countries,  It has been fun to really use that to 
our advantage and sing some foreign language songs. Several songs included 
percussion accompaniment. 
 
The program included Christmas carols from all over the world. Most were sung 
in English, but originated from elsewhere. The K4 and K5 classes combined to 
sing Aakasamlo Kotha Chukka Puttindi, a Christmas carol in Telugu, one of the 
dialects spoken in India.  The first and second graders performed Shaio Bao-Bao, 
a Chinese carol. Our senior high choir had the privilege of performing two foreign 
language songs: Pengyou Ting!, an ancient Chinese melody, and Betelehemu, a 
Nigerian carol featuring junior Isaac Troussov as a soloist.   
 
5��� ������ ������� �6������ "���)� ������#� ��� 7������� � ����4*
� /��3� ������
Vallabhaneni (Aakasamlo) and Mrs. Ronke Lawoyin (Betelehemu). Our students 
enjoyed performing and the audience really seemed to enjoy the concert. Thanks 
for Mr. Kolwinska and Miss Harmon for their direction. �  
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Individual MACS Honors: 
Boys Basketball: 
Noah Kinniburgh —All-Conference First 
���

��## -Tournament Team MVP 
Ben King—All- 8��(���� ��&��������

�  
All-Tournament Team 
Vivek Mohinani— All-Tournament Team 
J.J. Webster—All-Conference Honorable 
Mention 

Girls Basketball: 
Hannah Berscheid—All-Conference First 
���

��## -������
�������

������ -pt. shot 
competition winner 
Joelle Webster—All-Conference Second 
���

��## -Tournament Team 
Morgan Stephens—All-Conference 
Honorable Mention  

�	�����������������

Shot in the Dark Studio Basketball 
Tournament Photos 
 
The MACS Basketball State Tournament  
is now online and  can be viewed at  
www.shotinthedarksports.net/   
 
Team photos and action shots were taken 
all weekend by Mr. Mark Sherman  

Varsity Girls: 
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Warrior Varsity Wrap-up 

Varsity Boys: 
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JV/JH Basketball Season Review: 
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	��(�

JH Boys Basketball Team BLUE 

JH Boys Basketball Team WHITE 

JV Boys Basketball Team 

JV Girls Basketball Team 

JH Girls Basketball Team  Blue w/3rd place trophy 
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Congrats to our FBCS students 
who participated in the South 
Central Minnesota Band Directors 
Association Honor Band Festival 
at Mankato West High School on 
Saturday, February 25, 2017.  
 
The group included left to right: 
Matthew Nyquist—�����79��*
�
Caleb Lambrecht—���
����79��*
�
Ruvim Korovin—(#����72��*
�
Aaron French—&��� ��:����7;��*
�
Zachary Mace—���
����79��*
�
Tyler Martin—���
�����72��*
�
Jasmine Cole—	�6�������72��*
�
and Lydia Morrell—clarinet (9th). 

��������	��
�������
�������
�����

#���������!����$��� �

�������
�
��
���������
������������
��������

����������
���
�
������������������

��
	������
����������� �

South Metro Band Directors Association 2017 Honor Band Students: 

������������ ��"�#��� &�������#��������������
���������
�����	!� � &����� B �� � ���
�� ������ ����� ���� 	��� ���

����))'�����#�������������������������#�
����
��	
 �
������������'�
������������������	!��&������
������ ���
����� ��	������� �	
� ������� ��������
� �	�� �	������� 4	 ����	��
����� �� ��
��
� ��� -J$� �	� ���� �������� �����	!� � 7�� ��� ��
� �����
�	��� ���� �������� ���� �����	� �	
� ����� 
������ ��� ���� � ��� �	� ����

�	����	
�� ����	���	�� ������ ��� ��	�� � +J9!� � �)���� �� ���
������� �����
� ���
� �	
� ����� 
����))'�� �	� �'����
����!�&��	#����������	��	
���

������������	�&����7 ������,
���
��H����JH Girls Basketball Team White 
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